Where can | get more information?

If you want to know more about the Children’s Hearings
System, log on to: www.scra.gov.uk

The Scottish Child Law Centre provides free legal advice
for under 18s, please call: 0800 328 8970.

Children and young people can also speak to someone in
confidence by calling ChildLine on: 0800 1111. Il
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Information for

Families

now that a Supervision Requirement has been made

What is a Supervision Requirement? ~ What does it involve? ~ How long does it last?




Information for Families

A Supervision Requirement has been made by the Children’s Hearing to help
your child’s situation. The Hearing will have discussed with you and your child,
the reasons for making a Supervision Requirement. However, you may still
have some questions...

What happens now?

Your local authority has a duty to put the Supervision Requirement into effect.
After the Requirement has been made, the social worker who has been allocated
by the local authority to your child, will speak to you and your child, and discuss
a plan for the future.

The social worker will also consult with others, such as your child’s school, and
prepare a care plan to help improve your child’s situation.

The Hearing expects that the local authority will provide the supervision that
a child requires. The plan helps to identify what needs to be done and what
part everyone will play in the work with the child or young person and with
yourself.

Is it compulsory?

By law, children and young people have to comply with the terms of the
Supervision Requirement.

How long will it last?

ASupervision Requirement lasts for as long as the Hearing feels itto be necessary.
There is no specific period, but your child’s case must be considered again by
a Hearing within a year of the making of the Requirement. This kind of Hearing
is called a Review. When a Supervision Requirement is no longer necessary, it
will be terminated at a Review Hearing. Supervision ends automatically when a
young person reaches 18 years old. ¥l

Can a Review take place before a year has
passed?

Yes. You or your child can ask for the Hearing to review your child’s case at any
time, once three months has passed since the last Hearing. Your child’s social
worker can ask for a Review at any time. In addition, the Hearing can specify a
date for a future Review when considering your child’s case.

At a Review Hearing, the Panel Members will discuss with you and your child,
progress made during the period of the Supervision Requirement. They will
also consider any reports provided.

At a Review, the Hearing may decide that:

B Your child no longer needs compulsory supervision. The Hearing will
then end the Supervision Requirement. This is commonly referred to as
termination of the Supervision Requirement.

B The Supervision Requirement should remain in place for a further
period of time. The Hearing will then continue the Requirement.

B Different measures of supervision may now be more helpful for your
child. For example, if your child has been living away from home, it may
now be decided that he/she should return home under the supervision of
a social worker. The Hearing will then vary the Supervision Requirement.

Can | appeal?

You, and your child, have the right to appeal to the Sheriff against the
decision of the Children’s Hearing.

You or your child may wish to consult a lawyer about an appeal.

In appealing, you have to satisfy the Sheriff that the Children’s Hearing
was not justified in making the Supervision Requirement.

A Safeguarder* who may be appointed to your child’s case also has the
right to appeal against the decision, and does so on behalf of the child.

Any appeal should be in writing to the Sheriff at the relevant Sheriff Court,
and must be made within three weeks of the Hearing’s decision.

At the appeal, the Sheriff will hear what you have to say and he/she will
also hear from the Reporter, and possibly your child. The Sheriff may
speak to the people who prepared the reports about your child for the
Hearing if he/she thinks that would be useful.

If the Sheriff allows your appeal, there are a number of options:

B He/She can discharge your child’s case altogether.

B Send it back to a Hearing for reconsideration.

B Make a Supervision Requirement which is different from the one
which the Hearing had decided upon.

If your appeal fails, the Supervision Requirement made by the Hearing
will continue unchanged. [l

*Safeguarders are independent of the Children’s Reporter and the local authority
Social Work Department. Their task is to represent what is in the child or young
person’s best interests.




