
PROTOCOL FOR THE EXAMINATION OF CHILDREN IN CASES OF ABUSE 
 

(Community) 
 
 Police / Social work start investigation 

Police/Social Worker contact Custody Nurse, Dundee to request 
a discussion with the paediatrician re the possible examination 

of a child 
Tel: 01382 591585   Mob: 07786524880

Custody nurse will take ALL details on 
the Discussion with Paediatrician Form 

including the name and contact details of 
the person the paediatrician needs to 

contact 

Custody Nurse contacts Paediatrician on call: 
Monday – Friday    08.30 – 12.30  -  01382 307970 
Monday – Thursday  12.30 – 17.00  -  01382 835100 
Friday   12.30 – 16.00  -  01382 835100 

 

Weekdays  1700 – 0830 and 24 hrs at weekends and public holidays bleep 
Paediatric Consultant on call at Ninewells Hospital Tel: 01382 660111 

Paediatrician calls police/social worker to discuss 
case and a decision will be made if a medical 

examination is required and by whom.  Issues of 
consent MUST be discussed at this time.  If 

uncertain, the paediatrician may wish to discuss 
directly with FME.

If a joint paediatric/forensic 
medical is not required the 
paediatrician will make any 
ongoing health referrals if 

necessary 

If a joint paediatric/forensic 
medical is required 

police/social work will contact 
the custody nurse to arrange 

the FME at an agreed time 

Police/social work will arrange for the 
young person to be brought to the 
examination with the appropriate 
information for the examiners and 

also the person who can give written 
consent 



PROTOCOL FOR THE EXAMINATION OF CHILDREN IN CASES OF ABUSE 
 

(INPATIENT) 
 

If there is a child protection concern for an inpatient, 
the attending consultant paediatrician will initiate the 

child protection investigation by contacting social 
work. There will be liaison/discussion as part of this 

process as to whether a joint forensic / paediatric 
medical examination is required 

If a joint forensic / paediatric  medical is 
required police/social work contacts the 
custody nurse, Dundee to request a joint  

forensic / paediatric medical examination on a 
child who is an inpatient. 

Tel: 01382 591585 / 07786524880

Custody Nurse will take details on 
the Discussion with Paediatrician 

Form including the name and 
contact details of the paediatrician. 

Custody Nurse contacts FME 
who will then contact 

Paediatrician re agreeing time 
for examination to take place 

Social work and the police will arrange an 
IRD with the paediatrician.  This MUST 

include who can give consent to a 
medical examination if required. 

Custody Nurse will 
inform police/social work 

of the arrangements 


